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Practice Details
Our reference
Date
Dear Dr
Application for a firearm and/or shotgun certificate to Patient Name and date of Birth
The patient named above has applied for a firearm and/or shotgun certificate and on the application form has supplied your name as their GP or your practice details. By submitting the application your patient has given consent for police to contact their GP in order to obtain factual details of their medical history, and for the GP to provide this information to the police. This consent is valid during the application process and through the duration of the certificate, which lasts for five years.
What action is requested from the GP/GP practice?
· If you have any concerns about your patient being issued with a firearm certificate I would be grateful to receive your response to this letter within 21 days
· I must clarify that I am not asking you to advise me as to whether a certificate should be granted or not. That responsibility rests entirely with the police. Any issue of cost is a matter between you and your patient.
· You should note that if you do not respond to this letter within 21 days it will be assumed that you have no relevant information and your patient’s application will proceed to grant. If you need more time to respond or have any other issues or questions, please let us know.
· You may contact this department by post, email or telephone using the contact details at the top of this letter. The most efficient and quickest way is to email your concerns to firearmslicensing@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk where they can be dealt with expeditiously.
· Please place a firearm code on the patient’s record. If the patient begins to suffer from a relevant medical condition (listed overleaf) or if there are any other factors that give rise to concern, please contact the police immediately so we can review the person’s suitability.
· Please use the following codes which can be used with the four main IT systems used in GP practices in England, Wales and Scotland. The Read code should remain on the patient record while the firearm certificate is valid. WE will inform you if the certificate is revoked, cancelled or expires, whereupon you should inactivate the Read code.
· If the patient is no longer registered with you please let us know as soon as possible.
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